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SOUTH VIETNAM WEEKLY INDICATORS 


OCTOBER 1969 - JANUARY 1970 

weekly data as reported 


weekly average 
for each month 

J|l 968 —1969 ••• 1970 


US BATTLE DEATHS decreased slightly from last 
December January : week's 98 to 85 for this 

! week. 


November 


SOUTH VIETNAMESE BATTLE DEATHS decreased from the 289 of 

November December January ; last week to a reported 

175. The official totals will 
. change as late reports are 
I received and will be lower 

than the figures released to 
§§§ the press by the GVN for 

■ these periods. 




INFILTRATORS DETECTED IN PIPELINE stand at seven battalion-size 
November December January groups and one smaller with 

a combined strength of 
3,860. Additionally, three 
! battalion -size and two 

H| smaller "gap fill" groups 

Ilf rates WmSm have been accepted, raising 

pH j|ji jj ■ the total pipeline input 

^ m since 23 October to some 

iI2ifc5*illii MtrnU 26.000 to 27,700. 
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ENEMY-INITIATED INCIDENTS declined from last week's 497 
December January to 444 for this week. Although 

o. not spectacular, this is the 
W\rM second consecutive week that 

■ enemy initiated incidents have 

declined. 


ENEMY KILLED IN ACTION registered a marked decline to 
December January 1 ,797 from the previous 

; week's 2,552. 
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SOUTH VIETNAMESE EFFECTIVENESS as measured by the per 

November December January centage of enemy killed by 

PI . RVN forces decreased from 

|§ij - ■ last week's 42% to this week's 

llllllllll 


October 


J F MAMJ J A SOND 
Dotted line shows current 
average for Jan 1970 


Statistics for the latest week shown are preliminary 
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Enemy Activity 

The enemy continued to maintain the same low posture that has characterized 
his activity for almost a month. His efforts were largely confined to a mix of 
scattered, light probes against friendly installations, attacks by fire against fixed 
points, or terrorist activity directed against the civil population. The bulk of this 
week s enemy -initiated activity was the work of his local forces or sapper units. 
Mam force units, for the most part, continue to remain deep in base areas or the 
Cambodian sanctuary engaging in resupply and refitting activity for another phase 
is in er -Spring Campaign -- possibly later this month or early in February. 

Enemy Infiltration 


Inputs into the infiltration pipeline rose sharply during the week. Five 
attalion- size groups, totalling about 3, 000, were detected in North Vietnam. 
Three other groups were observed in Laos, all previously included in the estimate 
as gap fi groups. So far in January, 13 infiltration groups have been detected 
moving south. It is still too early to make any firm judgments about whether we 
are now seeing the beginning of a large surge of infiltration activity or only an iso- 
lated burst of activity. We should, however, have a clearer picture sometime in 
the next two weeks as to the meaning of this week's activity. 


25X1 B 



South Vietnam Developments 


25X1X6 


^urps cummanaers would nave their authority restricted to the regular 
(ARVN) forces while six new military region commanders of equal (i. e. , three star) 
rank would be appointed and be responsible for the non-regular or ’’territorial" 
forces, such as the Regional and Popular Forces, engaged in the pacification effort. 
There would be one region commander in I Corps, one in III Corps, two in II Corps, 
and two in IV Corps. The plan has both military and political implications. Thieu 
professes to believe that the new structure is more compatible with the process of 
Vietnamization and would permit each commander to concentrate on his main task. 
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the 1970 and 1971 elections. Thieu reportedly has also reassigned 1 p 

sr.: it - 

effort. 


Communist Developments 



( believes that Hanoi's unusual concern over 
n the uress and other sources during the past 

E2==™£SH~S““ 

^T^rmlck^rrketing and corruption involving ^ n ^ e ^^tllyern^ 

strengthen its controls over the population. 


Other Developments 

Enemy communications reveal that the expected January surge in Co— 
logistics activity in Laos is underway 

Increased supply activity began in tempo in the Panhandle and 

toward^Soutti < Vdetnam^ l rob ably resulted from Hie 

contour to <*gmK«nt guan.i.i.s ° ™TsZl 

Communist .«o«s to send additions! 

shipments into Sihanoukville* 
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